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ALLELUIA! CHRIST HAS TRIUMPHED 


Austrian Hymn 8.7.8.7D. 
Raymond B. Spivey, 1954 Franz Joseph Haydn, 1797 


Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ has triumphed o’er the grave! 

Lift we up our hearts and voices, praising Him who came to save: 

Crucified by hatred’s evil, buried in a borrowed tomb, 

Jesus Christ, the King of Glory, crushed the power of death and 
gloom! 


Hope on this glad Easter morning springs eternal in the breast: 

Hope in Christ, victorious Savior, in whom all through faith are 
blest, 

Risen from the dead in glory, Lord of Life; we join the throng: 

“Alleluia! Alleluia! To our God a joyful song!” 


Onward then we go, rejoicing in the vict’ry of our Lord; 

Love, the power that conquers evi! yet shall overcome the sword! 

Through His might the Truth shall whisper to the hearts on evil 
bent: 

“Love is still the only answer; why for less should life be spent?” 


Alleluia! Alleluia! joyously we hail this day: 

Join we all our hearts and voices as to Christ we sing and pray. 

Easter gladness bursts upon us; we would spread abroad His 
fame: 

Death and Hell by Christ are vanquished! Alleluia! Praise His 
name! 


Amen! 














Letters to the Editors 





League of Women Voters Replaces MW 





South Dakota Report 


To THe OUTLOOK: 

Your warning about the Minute Women 
is well taken (OuTLOOK, Feb. 15, Mar. 22). 

In a city in our state a group of several 
hundred women were interested in the 
professed aims of the organization. They 
formed a unit and sent one of their mem- 
bers to a national convention. She was 
horrified by what she saw there. (The 
kind of thing O’Leary called attention to 
in his articles: No constitution or by-laws; 
no parliamentary procedure; no motions 
from the floor permitted; no elections of 
officers or policy council members. ) 

The delegate returned home, told her 
group what she had learned, and the unit 
promptly voted to disband. 

Believing that they did want to exercise 
their citizenship responsibilities, some of 
the women then organized a unit of the 
League of Women Voters, which functions 
democratically, really studies all sides of 
issues. 

Church organizations ought to be doing 
this—a few are—but the League has the 
advantage of crossing sectarian and de- 
nominational lines to include all those 
willing to study and work. 

Howarp B. Osporne. 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Brookings, S. D. 


“A Dream” 


To Tue OUTLOOK: 

I have just read “A Dream—or Not a 
Dream” (OuTLOOK, Mar. 22). 

It is the most forcefully presented ar- 
gument for union that I have yet read, It 
speaks for itself and should be sufficient 
of itself to wake us all up. It moved me 
deeply. 

Congratulations to Andrew. 

E. EvGENr Hurr. 
Morton Grove, Ill. 





THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying .. . 


Let Presbyterians Reunite!* 


(Continued from last issue) 


W. H. Ailor, Jr. John H. Brannon 
Raleigh, N. C. DeQueen, Ark. 
a 


Street & Number 


ee eee 

*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyte- 
rians Reunite! summarizing an editorial se- 
ries, with more than 140 signatures, will 
be sent free of charge for a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope. Or, 25 for 25¢: $1 
per 100. 


The Presbyterian Outlook 
1 North 6th St., Richmond 19, Virginia 





Keyes Statement 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Please tell me if a statement Kenneth 
S. Keyes of Miami, Fla., made at a meeting 
in the Second Presbyterian Church, Hou- 
ston, Texas is true. 

He said, in his talk, that the minister 
ousted from the U.. S. church in Chapel 
Hill, N. C., had been installed in a Presby- 
terian Church, USA, in Chapel Hill. 

It was my understanding that the said 
minister had become pastor of an inde- 
pendent group... . 

TEXAS. 


@NOTE—You are correct. Mr. Jones 
was received into the fellowship of the 
Congregational Christian Church and he 
is now pastor of a church affiliated with 
that communion in Chapel Hill. 


Missions Trainees 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Rejoice with us. We have the money 
in hand and are opening an eight weeks 
school for home and foreign mission can- 
didates from June to August, 1954. 

Dr. J. Lee Smith is appointed director. 
He is a prominent Presbyterian, U-S., 
layman, recently retired after 34 years 
with the Florida Agricultural Extension 
Service. There will be associated with 
him other Florida State experts to cover 
all the subjects. 

We are asking missionaries from the 
various fields to be in residence for at 
least two weeks for conference and dis- 
cussion with the trainees. 

Sam Hiccinrorrom, 
Cody Villa, Babson Park, Fla. 


@eNOTE—Dr. Higginbottom is one of 
the most distinguished of all foreign 
missionaries (India) and a former Pres- 
byterian, USA, Assembly’s Moderator. 


Ministers Going Abroad? 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Ministers planning a trip abroad this 
year, who expect to travel by ship, will be 
interested in this urgent request. 

A new commitee has been organized 
within the Joint Department of Evange- 
lism of the National Council of Churches 
entitled, “Passenger Ships Chaplaincy 
Services.” This committee has been or- 
ganized in order to provide Protestant 
worship on board every possible passenger 
ship traveling the ocean lanes this year. 
How is this to be done? The plan is 
simple. Every Protestant preacher who 
plans to travel overseas by ship this year, 
is requested to send his name, address, 


name of his ship, date of sailing, and the 
name of the steamship line to the 


Joint Department of Evangelism 
National Council of Churches 

297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 
This information should be sent as each 


preacher completes his travel plans. Upon 
receipt of this information, the Depart- 
ment will relay the data to the office of 
the ship company executive, who in turn 
will send the name to the Captain and the 
Purser of the ship. These are the two 
men who usually invite some preacher to 
conduct the Sunday worship during the 
voyage. 

The Passenger Ships Chaplaincy Serv- 
ice Committee is making suggestions to 
the executive officers of the various ship 
lines concerning a minimum equipment 
for Protestant services on board their 
ships. This equipment includes Bibles, 
hymn books, pulpit robe, surplice, and 
adequate provision for communion serv- 
ices. 

It is a matter of considerable regret that 
not a few ships leave our shores with no 
provision for definite Protestant services 
during the voyage. Through cooperation 
of our special committee responsible for 
this program, together with the executives 
of -the steamship lines, definite plans can 
be worked out and arrangements for 
Protestant ship services will not be a 
hit-and-miss affair. 

Almost every steamship company in 
New York has been seen personally. The 
executives of the companies have been 
most gracious and appreciative. They 
promise to give the special committee, of 
which Ralph Walker is chairman, every 
possible cooperation. 

The committee urges every preacher 
who plans to travel abroad this year on a 
ship, to send in the requested information. 
This is a “labor of love” on the part of 
those willing to preach on board ship. 
There is no remuneration in it except the 
satisfaction of making a Protestant serv- 
ice available for those away from home. 
This is one more evangelistic opportunity 
for Protestant preachers to reach the un- 
churched and to provide services for our 
Protestant church members who are trav- 
eling. 

Jesse M. Baper, Executive Secretary. 
New York. 


God and Country 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Recently, in an editorial about the God 
and Country Award, you requested the 
names of recipients. Eagle Scout William 
Allen Hughes, son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
T. Hughes, received this award on his 
fifteenth birthday, March 7, 1954. One 
other Eagle Scout, Harry Frederick 
Crump, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry T. 
Crump, received this award on April 12, 
1953. 

OLIVER CARMICHAEL. 
Richmond, Ky. 





WHICH? 


“Every day a _ thousand 
prayers are made in hell: 
That they may remain di- 
vided, that the world may 


‘ aa 


disbelieve.’ me. 


‘| do not pray for these only, but also for 
those who are to believe in me through their 
word, that they may all be one; . . 
the world may believe that thou hast sent 


. so that 


Which prayer are you helping to get answered? 
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Greenville Church Trial 
Is Scheduled for Apr. 21 


Who shall have possession of the prop- 
erty of the McCarter church in Greens- 
ville, S. C.? 

This question is to be decided in a 
trial set for April 21, according to a 
recent action of County Judge W. B. 
McGowan. The judge overruled all mo- 
tions of the respondents in his order. The 
respondents are seeking to establish an 
independent church without any rela- 
tionship to the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. 

The plaintiffs, remaining loyal to the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., are seeking 
to secure the property now held by the 
respondents. 

Judge McGowan, in his order, said that 
the weight of authority is clearly to the 
effect that a faithful minority is entitled 
to the property of the church as against 
a majority who attempt to divert the prop- 
erty to another denomination or church. 

In one of their demurrers, the respond- 
ents charged that the denomination was 
teaching communism, adultery and non- 
segregation of the races (OUTLOOK, Oct. 
19). 

The respondents are E. W. Young, 
Manning Jones, O. C. Batson, the Bible 
Mission, and Edgar Watkins as represen- 
tatives, trustees, etc., of the church. 

The church has been served, as it was 
at the time of its refusal to follow the 
instructions of the presbytery, by a pro- 
fessor in Bob Jones University. 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY—Charles J. Cur- 
rie, Atlanta insurance executive, will suc- 
ceed Wade H. Boggs as head of the Assem- 
bly’s Board of Annuities and Relief. Mr. 
Currie has been a member of the Board. 


Looking Toward Union 





Agencies Reported in Agreement 


After conferences with their corre- 
sponding representatives in the USA and 
U. P. churches, Presbyterian, U. S., 
board and agency members and staff see 
no insoluble problems in the proposed 
union, and in some cases express the con- 
viction that great gains will be realized. 

This point of view is revealed in the 
reports of these agencies, through their 
boards, to the Assembly’s Committee on 
Cooperation and Union and incorporated 
in the report of the latter to the coming 
Assembly. 

(At this time the report of Women’s 
Work was not completed and the World 
Missions report, while completed, has 
been held up.) 

In reporting their conferences, the 
groups indicate that definite advantages 
would come from union. They say there 
are some minor differences in operation 
but they see no insuperable barriers. 

Pensions (Annuities and Relief) rep- 
resentatives found no differences of major 
importance. No pension credits of any- 
one would be lost or reduced. Present 
plans are so similar that adjustments can 
be easily made. In assisting homes, hos- 
pitals and orphanages related to the 
churches, they say, “Substantial savings 
could be made by cooperative effort.” 
Executive Secretary Wade H. Boggs was 
the U. S. church’s representative. 


See Much in Common 

Christian Education leaders ‘‘discover- 
ed that our philosophy and procedure had 
more in common than we had previously 
recognized.” Although, in the division 
of higher education, there are differences 
in the judicatory control of colleges and 
seminaries [synods own and control in 
the U. S. church], “‘it was the conclusion 
of the group that Christian Higher Ed- 
ucation could and would be greatly 
strengthened through union.” In pub- 
lications, thev said, “It was evident that 
a much stronger and more profitable pro- 
gram would result from union.” And 
then: 

“There was the unanimous belief of those 
present that, in case of union, the work of 
the Boards of Christian Education could 
be fully consolidated, and that construc- 
tive solutions could be found in the prob- 
lems which would be faced. It was felt 
that through research, study, and prayer- 
ful planning, a curriculum and program of 
Christian education might be developed 
which would make our Christian faith a 
living and more vital experience in the 


life of the individual, family, church, and 
world.” 

U.S. church’s representatives were 
Marshall C. Dendy, executive secretary; 
John L. Fairly, Cameron Deans, Harmon 
B. Ramsey, Hunter B. Blakely. 


No Sudden Changes 

General Council personnel reported 
unanimous agreement in their meeting. 
They said no sudden changes in the op- 
eration of any congregation, presbytery, 
synod, board or agency of the present 
churches would be felt. Nor, they said, 
would there be any sudden change in the 
location of administrative offices. The 
operation in lower judicatories will con- 
tinue as now and any changes will be 
gradually adopted. General Council 
people reported ‘‘a day of prayerful good 
fellowship, (that) promoted better ac- 
quaintance, understanding and apprecia- 
tion. It indicated a great deal of sim- 
ilarity of operation and responsibility of 
these three bodies and no significant dif- 
ference was revealed.” At this confer- 
ence were J. G. Patton, Jr., secretary; 
Jas. A. Jones, chairman; P. D. Miller 
and Thos. P. Johnston. 

National (Home) Missions agreements, 
already reported here (OvUTLOOK, Mar. 
22) said, “We are of the opinion that no 
insuperable difficulties in the way of a 
merged operation present themselves.” 
Mutual confidence, they said, is essential 
in any plan and “each of us is absolutely 
convinced of the goodwill, fair-minded- 
ness and high purpose of the others.” 
Any differences in policies now existing, 
they said, should continue, in view of 
different needs and situations, and the 
responsibilities of local judicatories 
should be stressed, while areas or regional 
organization, administration and direc- 
tion should be developed. Vernon S. 
Brovles, executive secretary; and Warner 
L. Hall, home missions chairman, repre- 
sented the U. S. Board of Church Ex- 
tension. 

These agency agreements and the pre- 
sentation of the revised Plan highlight 
the report of the Assembly’s Committee 
for the year. 


Recommended Procedure 
The committee recommends to the 1954 


Assembly the following procedure in re- 


gard to the Plan of Union: 


1. Approval of the Plan and recommen- 
dation of it to the presbyteries for their 








advice and consent (with the approval 
of % of the 84 presbyteries required ) ; 

2. The Assembly’s own affirmative an- 
swer to the categorical question: Shall 
the churches be united on the proposed 
bases to form the Presbyterian Church 
of the United States; 

3. Recommendation to each presbytery 
that the Plan be referred to a standing 
or special committee for study and report; 
and “that the committee, after carefully 
considering the Plan of Union and noting 
its revisions, and after earnestly and 
prayerfullly seeking to discover God's 
will for the church, report to a stated 
meeting of presbytery prior to the taking 
of a vote, not before January 1, 1955.” 

4. Each presbytery should be instructed 
to vote Yes or No on the categorical ques- 
tion. 

5. “Inasmuch as there is agreement by 
all our churches on the value of Chris- 
tian cooperation, the 1954 General As- 
sembly 

“(1) Encourages the boards and 
agencies working in the same field to 
continue their cooperation; and 

“(2) Requests the preparation of 
tentative interim plans for carrying on 
work before the Plan of Union goes into 
effect, these interim plans to be presented 
to the 1955 General Assemblies, if and 
when the presbyteries shall have ap- 
proved the Plan of Union; and 

“(3) Encourages presbyteries to in- 
vite representatives of the other churches 
to be present with them, and share fully 
in their discussions concerning union.” 


MINORITY REPORT 


PERMANENT COMMITTEE 
ON COOPERATION AND 
UNION 


As a member of the above committee 
I respectfully recommend that the Plan 
of Union (of our church and the U.S.A. 
(Northern) and United Presbyterian 
Churches) be rejected by you and the 
Plan be not sent to the presbyteries for 
their action. Further bitter controversy 
would be thereby avoided, and our 
church enabled to go about the Master’s 
business unhampered by continuance of 
the present agitation. 

Reference is had to the report of the 
minority of the committee which was 
submitted to the General Assembly of 
1953 and is printed, beginning at page 
30, in the Blue Book of that year. His- 
tory of the widespread and_ protracted 
property litigation (of varying final re- 
sults) in the civil courts of the several 
states, which followed the attempted uni- 
fication of the Cumberland and U.S.A. 
Presbyterian Churches, is there recounted 
in detail. Similar result would inevitably 
follow in our case, and I doubt if any 
one of us would live long enough to see 
the end of it. 

I do not appeal to race prejudice but 
I would have vou face the facts, which 
I think is your and my Christian duty to 
our members whom we represent. In the 
rural county in which I live, which is not 
unlike many other areas in the South— 
rural and urban—there are five white 
(U.S.) Presbyterian churches and four 


4 





Negro (USA) churches. Unification of 
them is impossible under our Southern 
way of life. Attempt at it would drive 
our U.S. churches out of the ‘‘Union” or 
the members from the churches. Segrega- 
tion of races existed at the time of the 
life on earth of Christ; and he did not 
teach the contrary. 

Further facing the facts, I am con- 
vinced after long and prayerful consid- 
eration that if the present movement for 
union were a calculated part of the 
worldwide communist conspiracy, it could 
not better fit the pattern and serve the 
end of this satanic effort to destroy faith 
in God, by serious division of believers. 
So far, our denomination has been com- 
paratively free from public accusation 
of communist influence. 

Of the informed laymen with whom I 
come in contact, I think it conservative 
to say that over ninety per cent are op- 
posed to the projected union; but ap- 
parently the most of our ministers have 
failed to heed this overwhelming senti- 
ment. I humbly appeal to them to do so 
before they make of our present vigorous 
church a shambles. 

This is submitted in frankness and 
earnest conviction, in the hope that there 
may be sufficient awakening among our 
members to put an end to the present 
movement before it is too late to avoid 
the disaster which, I am confident, other- 
wise lies ahead. 

T. H. STUKEs, 
Representing the Synod of 
South Carolina 


u.s.M@posTace 8 





STAMP—This eight-cent stamp, just issued, 
is the first regular U. S. postage stamp to 
bear the motto, “‘In God We Trust.’ It is 
also the first multi-colored regular stamp cf 
a small denomination in U. S. history. It 
has been issued because Congressmen have 
requested a starnp with a religious theme 
particularly for international mail that goes 
behind the Iron Curtain so as to emphasize 
the nation’s spiritual beliefs in contrast to 
Communistic atheism.—RNS Photo. 


Safety or Salvation 


“He saved others; he cannot save him- 
self.”—Mark 15:31. Read verses 21-32. 

There are at least two distortions in 
these mocking words of the chief priests 
and scribes. In the first place, they had 
little notion of the kind of saving that 
Jesus stood for. No mere physical safety 
interested him. Any miraculous relief of 
his body from the agony of the cross 
would have been a contradiction in terms. 
All his teaching had emphasized the 
spiritual values that rise above the ma- 
terial. 

But in the second place, any attempt to 
place importance on his own life would 
have violated the entire spirit of Jesus’ 
career. His utter love for men involved 
complete self-negation. He himself was 
the precious price paid to win men’s 
hearts. The burning shame of realizing 
their sin must be a part of their redemp- 
tion, and he gladly sacrificed himself 
that they might have that awful realiza- 
tion. 

In the hallowed symbolism of Chris- 
tian history, his blood shed on Calvary 
did in truth wash away the power of evil 
and reveal the new process of reconcilia- 
tion. Jesus himself was that very proc- 
ess; he was the medium of forgiveness, 
or redeeming love. 

Tet Us Pray: O God, we rejoice that 
amid all the mysteries of life and death, 
this supreme event stands clear. Our 
sinfulness did its worst against him who 
loved us most. But through his death 
thou hast drawn us to thee. We bless 
thee, in his holy name. AMEN. 


-—-Rospins Barstow in The Fellowship of Pray- 
er, distributed by the National Council of Churches’ 
Dept. of Evangelism. By permission, the Pilgrim 
Press. 





General Assembly 
Commissioners 


(Continued from last week) 





Lists of commissioners to the 1954 Gen- 
eral Assembly (May 27) are now appear- 
ing here. Others will follow by synods 
as they are available. 





NOTE—Arkansas, next in line, is com- 
plete except for Washburn Presbytery. 


SYNOD OF FLORIDA 
Florida—(M)*—R. B. Porter, Milton; 
Wm. T. Wing, Jr., (E)*—V. G. Philips, Tal- 
lahassee; M. M. Campbell, Pensacola. 


St. Johns—(M)—J. G. Hutchinson, St. 
Petersburg; S. L. Hunter, Ronald Wilson, 
Miami; R. E. Coulter, Key West; Alex. R. 
Batchelor, Atlanta; W. H. Kadel, R. H. 
McCaslin, Orlando; E. S. Campbell, John B. 
Dickson, (E)—A. FE. Millard, Tampa: W. 
T. Hamilton, Palmetto; Carl Selander, 
Coral Gables; Allen McCullen, Safety Har- 
bor; Armlon Leonard, Miami; Ralph Ricli- 
ards, Clearwater; Dr. W. M. Davis, St. Pe- 
tersbureg: S. S. Holand, Hollywood; J. Max- 
well Williams, Sr., Lakeland. 





Suwannee—(M)—U. S. Gordon, Jos. W. 
Conyers, Gainesville; Fred P. Turner, 
Ocala; C. Chas. Benz, (E)—Geo. Burch, R. 
S. Rood, Jacksonville; H. L. Gardner, Pa- 
latka; W. A. Wallace, Neptune Beach. 





*(M)—Ministers; *(E)—Elders. Where 
no city follows a commissioner’s name, 
his home town is the next one listed. 
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An Easter meditation 


WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES IT MAKE? 


HE FIRST Easter came into a world 
very like our own. We should easily 
have recognized it. 

Men had bared their teeth and clenched 
their fists at something they could not 
stand to have around. There was the 
thud of a cross falling into its socket in 
the hard earth. All the day long, until 
night fell, it spread its grim arms against 
the sky. Then a day passed. The dawn 
came, and across the hills an unbelievable 
Presence moved back into life. 

One may be sure that among the friends 
of Jesus the talk that morning was not 
of immortality. Nobedy saw them rub- 
bing their hands together or heard them 
congratulating themselves saying, “You 
see? This proves it. We shall live for- 
ever!” Adventure had not yet had time 
to decay into argument. They were pale 
and speechless with the difference this 
was going to make—not sometime, but 
now! Incredibly, between Friday and 
Sunday, their world had been changed. 





He Was a Fact 


Suddenly they had come face to face 
with the only thing on earth that could 
ever have transformed it. No matter 
what the facts were, Jesus was still a fact 
too; and other facts had a way of running 
intohim. It had never been exactly easy 
to believe in the Carpenter from Naza- 
reth. The Sanhedrin, which was the 
Board of Trustees and the Executive 
Committee of the Church of God in 
Palestine, would have nothing to do with 
him. All the self-acclaimed patriots 
despised him. And they had made him 
eat his words. He had died out there on 
that hill just as any other man would 
have died. These were the facts. 

And you had to hold with the facts! 
Until they collided with a God who paid 
no attention to them—except to thaw 
them out and set them on the go, as the 
sun breaks the cold, iron grip of winter. 
He got them all mixed up with hope 
again, marched his friends out with blood 
and tears, turned everybody that loved 
him about face. 

Remember how it was 400 years ago? 
Many voyagers set sail fer rumored lands, 
Columbus among them, to brave distant 
winds and unknown shores. They came 
back with queer tales and fabled wealth. 
Nobody could get over it. It pushed out 
all horizons. The Renaissance broke, 
and the Reformation, flooding the stag- 
nant life of Europe. And the world was 
young again! 

So it was with Peter, and James, and 








Brown Professor of Homiletics at Union 
Theological Seminary, New York City. 


APRIL 12, 1954 


By PAUL E. SCHERER 


John; Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, 
Matthew, Thomas: they were not as little 
as they thought—not by a long shot! 
They saw now what poor fractions of 
reality they had been crawling into most 
of the time, hiding there, and trying to 
pull the hole in behind them; how in- 
conceivably this life as God knew it to 
be, ran beyond all the cramped quarters 
into which they had been shoving it, do- 
ing their best to make it stay, and it 
would not. They had lost their faith 
in the present, locking themselves in a 
room; like a child shut up indoors on 
a rainy day, not caring for its toys, press- 
ing its nose against the glass, looking out 
on a dismal world. They thought it was 
the end! 

But it was the beginning! Today they 
could face it, and the future with it. And 
they did; they whipped it to a stand-still! 
Not with some make-believe religion that 
they took off and put on whenever they 
felt like it. They whipped their world 
with their faith in a Man who would 
not stay dead, who, went stalking though 
death like somebody biazing a trail 
through undiscovered country, carrying 
the frontiers with him, heading straight 
for the lands beyond the sunset, and 
bringing the title deeds in his pockets! 

Even our own dull spirits should be 
able to catch the sheen of it. There is 
One who is far more alive than we are, 
hoping often against hope to persuade us 
that life is not uglv and pointless, not 
even when we can hardly stand it: not 
silly and brutish and of no account, net 
filled with bleak and spotty anecdotes. 
It is intent on something else besides just 
dving off at the top: it is going some- 
where, and nails cannot stop it. 

Life is a gallant thing, with meaning 
in it at the very moment vou are sure 
it has none. It may be mauled and kick- 
ed about by misfortune, but there is glory 
in it and honor in it precisely when you 
think that glory and honor are gone! It 
does not have to truckle, please God, to 
any slavery, of men or things. It can 
be housed, but not imprisoned. God has 
given it its room. Under all life’s rest- 
lessness and its rebellion is this deep 
irrelevancy: everything that makes it 
human unfits it for where it lives. Else 
it could stay all day in the meadow with 
never a thought of disarmament or social 
justice; and it could die at last without 
feeling wronged by being dead. God has 
set Eternity in its souls: daring it with 
its broken plans, and its raveled hopes 


so frayed and worn around the edges 
with much handling that they cannot 
cover it any more—daring it for all that 
to be what it is in this living Christ, a 
splender in the mind of God! 





Scales of Righteousness 

There is another thing in the gospel 
which we dare not miss: it means too that 
somewhere in this universe there is a 
dreadful drift toward righteousness, and 
we have to reckon with it. There is com- 
fort in that; but also a threat. The world 
that gets itself advertised in the morning 
paper would be little better than a 
shambles, a kind of abattoir, presided 
over by a half-wit, if any, were it not 
that God strikes his balance. There is 
nothing vindictive about it. The scales 
are weighted with love; but they are 
scales! And the whole of life would 
make sense if we could read them. 

H. B. Farmer has said that the cross 
of Jesus seems at first glance to be a great 
No written against him and against all 
he said. “Blessed are the poor in spirit.” 
“He, bearing his cross, went forth.” 
‘Blessed are the meek.” ‘They came to 
a place called Golgotha.” ‘Blessed are 
the peace-makers.” “‘And there they cru- 
cified him.” 

It reads like a thick, black line drawn 
through everything he was, cancelling it. 
Maybe it meant that Jesus was so thor- 
oughly out of touch with reality that he 
couldn’t win. May be it meant that he 
had pitted himself against an order that 
by its very nature was bound to crush 
and annihilate his kind. If the cruici- 
fixion was only a tragic incident in his- 
tory, it did mean that! 


(Continued on next page) 


ATONEMENT 


Love leaps a wall to love, and one 
Seeks an opening through a wall 
To speak even to a loving son. 
When | cut hedges down to meet 
My neighbor on the common mall 
| face a fence across the street. 
Between the just | AM and me 
There is a barrier like a pall 
High unto infinity. 


Only the Person of Love could scale 
For me this ultimate wall. 

The mercy sound of tearing veil 

Is freedom’s hymn. | am not alone 
Razing fences stone by stone. 


—MARY CROCKETT NORFLEET. 
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Here Is God's Yes 

But here is Easter! And Easter is 
God's insistent Yes to man’s peevish No! 
It means that Jesus was so inseparably 
one with whatever it is at the heart of 
creation that both he and his sermon 
could afford to be wiped out and vet win! 
It means that you can still drive great 
nails through his hands and feet and not 
nail him down. It means that evil in- 
stitutions, and evil customs do at last 
encounter a force that leaves them in 
splinters. It may mean that on the stage 
of this practical and defeated world, the 
road we are now following leads not to 
safety but to despair. It does mean that 
God has created and still maintains an 
order which human life be it ever so 
strong, cannot defy! Men may cry Barab- 
bas all they like; but theirs is never the 
last word! God in the end says Christ, 
and says it unmistakably! You cannot 
hurl up into God’s face such a ghastly 
contradiction, and then go about your 
business as if you were through with 
him! Some things will not be pilloried 
forever! 


It will pay you to 


Give Your Minister a 


L ge MINISTER is just like you 
in many respects. Of course, many 
people feel that he is different from 
all others, and that since he is called of 
God he has a special monopoly upon the 
power of God. Some even think there 
are three sexes created by Almighty God: 
men, women, and preachers! If you meet 
a man on the city bus and he says he is 
a lawyer, a travelling salesman, or a 
mortician you can easily find words for 
an engaging conversation; but if he says, 
“I’m a minister and pastor of such and 
such church,” the conversation is almost 
over and things are never quite the same. 


No Cellophane Package 

Don’t you know people who believe that 
ministers are covered with some such ma- 
terial as Cellophane at birth? They often 
call on their pastor about moral, spiritual, 
sexual, economic, or ethical problems, 
begin quite generally with obvious em- 
barrassment and then say, “Of course, 
vou have never been through this, I 
know!” 

They forget that their minister is 
wholly human and that the divine call 
has not made him immune to the world, 
the flesh and the devil. 

One of the most disturbing things the 
preacher today has to face is the assump- 
tion that he is far removed from the lusts 
of the flesh and the more refined lusts of 
the spirit. You have never seen a halo 





*Dr. Womeldorf is the Presbyterian pas- 
tor in Princeton, W. Va. 
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There is comfort in that. It is why 
the Christian Church cannot give up, will 
not! Stop a moment and think of what 
a thing it is to be found standing in the 
way of such a God! There where people 
go on scarring and marring human life, 
and will not listen; shrugging their shoul- 
ders at what he called holy, dismissing 
it with a wave of the hand, getting ahead 
by paying no attention at all to any of 
it; flinging themselves each at the other's 
throat and calling it right: what a thing 
it is to be in the way of a God like this! 

What on earth is it that gives these 
“ideals” their permanence? Is it that 
the heart of humanity is good at the core ? 
Or is it that we have something here a 
great deal deeper than any self-conscious 
moralism which has come down to us un- 
examined from the past, and which any 
intelligent person is competent to appraise 
and reject? Is it that we have got some- 
thing in Christianity which has been 
wrought into the very fabric of life, and 
which even when it is critically appraised 
contemptuously rejected, is still there? 


By JOHN A. WOMELDORF* 


about the shoulders of your pastor and 
certainly he did not marry an angel— 
except in the poetic sense. Probably he 
went to public school, an American col- 
lege, has to earn a living, provide for a 
family and for his own old age and pay 
his bills. 

Who started the idea that he is im- 
mune from ordinary temptations and so 
radically different? And we can be 
grateful that he does not dwell on the 
mountaintop and send down his words 
to his people, but he lives with them as 
one of them. 

What I am saying is that your minister 
is pretty much like you. Maybe he has 
more education than you, or at least a 
little different education from yours. And 
if he gets along well with people like you 
he has to have some social grace and be 
adaptable and know just what to say 
to your strange criticisms and comments. 
But of one thing there can be little 
doubt; he needs a change. Not neces- 
sarily a change of pastorates but a change 
in scenery again and again and again. 
His body needs it. His mind needs it. His 
soul needs it. There are times, you know, 
when you get fed up with things as they 
are and long for the wings of a dove. Your 
pastor, remember, is about like you except 
that he is ministering to a group of 
people about like you and unless his 
reserve is kept high, there come times 
when he feels a bit empty and tired. 


Not something men have said—something 
God has said! 
Life Does Matter 

The plain fact is, we are living in a 
world where Truth will not be treated as 
some people treat it. Easter means not 
only that an unbelievable Presence could 
not remain dead, but that Life matters, 
and no man shall deal with it as if it 
did not. Brotherhood matters, and in- 
justice: the many on the streets who 
have too little, and the few who have too 
much. It means that carelessness mat- 
ters and eyes that will not see and ears 
that will not hear! It means that God’s 
hand is on our world now, and anybody 
for looking can see it: a God whose 
judgments are sure, in all his ways an 
undisturbed and level righteousness that 
keeps saying its quiet ]’es to humanity’s 
willful No, and reversing one by one our 
gleeful Calvaries! 

What difference does it make? Easter 
is the challenge of Life that God throws 
at our feet. Could it be that we are 
afraid of—Life? 


Vacation 


Give your minister a vacation. It 
will pay you, for he will return stronger 
in body, mind, and soul. He is almost 
bound to pick up something that will help 
you and it may be just the thing you 
need. 

Some ministers take a month’s vaca- 
tion; some take two weeks; some take a 
couple of days at a time. You will be bless- 
ed according to the vacation he takes— 
the length of it, the experiences he has, 
and the refreshment that flows into his 
soul. Some question a minister’s taking 
a month’s vacation, since he does not 
work very hard after all. And they like 
to say, “The devil never takes a vaca- 
tion.” 

The best answer to that is that the 
minister is following the example of 
Jesus rather than that of the devil and 
Jesus called men apart again and again 
to rest awhile. 


There Are Sermons 


It is hard to compare the work of your 
minister with your work; it is very dif- 
ferent. Ministers prepare one or two 
sermons a week and some have to prepare 
three or more. That involves work—to 
gather material, to choose and organize 
it, and to prepare one’s mind for the 
pulpit. In addition to this work which 
might well occupy a man’s full time, the 
minister should read and study. He 
needs to give particular attention to the 
study of the Bible. The reservoir soon 
runs dry if he does not keep refilling it. 
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He also needs time for meditation and 
prayer. Perhaps he will think of you as 
his mind goes from person to person and 
from place to place. 

The minister is an administrative of- 
ficer too. Even a small church or a 
medium-size church has a great deal of 
organization connected with its work. 
There are often elders, deacons, a church 
school, a young people’s organization, 
Women of the Church, prayer meeting, 
etc. The minister is responsible for the 
organization and well-being of every- 
thing in the church. Many times he su- 
pervises the janitor or does the work of 
the janitor! 

A good minister also visits his people 
as a pastor. From home to home, from 
apartment to apartment, from door to door 
he learns to know his flock and serve 
them. Some he sees on the street and 
again and again he searches his mind for 
a name or the recollection of an experi- 
ence. Most of these calls are pleasant 
and are no great tax on the minister, but 
after one goes from house to house for a 
vear or so it begins to resemble labor. 
There are some calls that tax the min- 
ister’s heart. Homes where there is sick- 
ness or sorrow or special need are always 
a challenge. There are many funerals 
during the church year and if the minister 
has a heart of compassion these experi- 
ences leave their mark upon his emotional 
life. And if he has no heart of compas- 
sion he has no business in the ministry; 
perhaps he has misheard God’s call. 

Then the minister is invited to all kinds 
of social functions and all kinds of meet- 
ings, either to speak or to pray or to add 
his gracious presence. Often he is asked to 
speak at the civic club, the PTA or the 
Garden Club. There are weddings and re- 
hearsals and receptions. In some states no 
one but a minister can perform a cere- 
mony of this kind and the minister has 
a monopoly. This type of work may be 
very delightful but it takes time and 
energy. 

A minister has larger responsibilities 
too in his denomination in district or 
state or the nation. The chances are that 
he is on a committee of some kind that 
reaches out of his home community. But 
it is not what a minister does that gets 
him. It is rather the great unfinished 
work which he never finds time to do 
that kills him. 


After Eleven Months 


After eleven months of this kind of 
labor a man needs a rest, a change, a 
vacation. What feeds his soul? What 
relieves him from strain and fatigue? 
What refreshes a man who has grown a 
bit stale? A vacation spent in the right 
way. It may be a simple rest—getting 
away from it all; it may be reading, fic- 
tion or theology, church planning or ser- 
mons; it may be planning and mapping 
out the work for the coming year, a sched- 
ule of sermons, activities for the people; 
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WEATHERHEAD IS HERE—Leslie 
D. Weatherhead, noted pastor of 
City Temple in London, is shown on 
his arrival in this country for a 90- 
day preaching and lecture tour that 
will take him to 25 cities from coast 


to coast. Widely known by his 25 

books, he has gained additional rec- 

ognition for his work in spiritual 

therapy and pastoral counseling.— 
RNS Photo. 





or it may be a church conference where 
one hears the great preachers and sees 
friends and meets new people—all of 
whom encourage one another in God. 
After all a man does not labor alone and 
he needs the message that God gave to 
Elijah about the thousands of others so 
laboring under God. 

What minister has not felt like Dr. 
Jowett; the heavens are made of brass, 
the Gospel of John is a wilderness with- 
out dew or verdure, and lexicons and 
commentaries reveal no message! What 
is wrong? He needed a vacation, mental 
and spiritual refreshment, new eyes. 

Horace Bushnell gives the secret in his 
farewell sermon to the people he served 
so faithfully: 

“With you thus for these years, in all 
the tenderest issues and subtlest windings 
of your life; by you in all your disasters 
and troubles and in your holidays of suc- 
cess; close enough to you to feel the 
touch of your anxieties and tremblings for 
your children, and the throb of your 
private thanksgiving on account of them; 
at your weddings; by you in your sick 
chambers and in your funerals; with you 
in your struggles under and with and 
out of your sins; sometimes crossing you 
a little, with no other effect than that the 
pulling of the cord has tightened it, in 
this manner my ministry among you has 
been a kind of course in trust and well 
experimented affection; with a good ele- 
ment of courage and growth, and an ele- 
ment, at once, of stimulus and rest for 
the heart.” 


Just a suggestion. If you have any in- 
fluence at all, give your minister a vaca- 
tion. 
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Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 
Including U.S., USA, AR, and 
United Presbyterians 
(Continued from last week) 





EXCHANGE OF PULPITS 

Enid, Okla. Westminster church, 112 
mbs. Working people. 4 or 5 Aug. & /or 
Sept. Sundays. 2 svs. and Sun. night youth 
fellowship. Manse desired, house provided 
here if available. Prefer Minn., E. Mo., N. 
Mex., Va. Lane C. Findley, 723 E. Locust, 
Enid, Okla. 

Philadelphia, Pa., Macalester ch., 91 mbs. 
One Sun. svs. and teach adult class. Aug. 
22, 29. Manse excg. Prefer Tenn. or Ky. 
city. S. Fazekas, 5018 Grant Ave., Phila- 
delphia 14, Pa. 

Albuquerque, N. M., Westminster ch., 150 
mbs. One Sun. svs. Would like manse; 
none here. 4 Sun. July 18-Aug. 22. Pre- 
fer Florida &/or near Richmond, Va. John 
H. McDonald, 1101 Lopez Rd., SW, Albu- 
querque, N, M. 

Clifton, N. J., First ch., 600 mbs. 2 morn- 
ing svs. 20 min. to Times Sq., NYC. Pre- 
fer Atlantic coast. Manse excg. Aug. &, 
15, 22. Jos. Marta, 303 Maplewoed Ave., 
Clifton, N. J. 

Niagara Falls, N. Y., 650 mbs. suburban 
ch. 1 svs; gateway to Canada, near Finger 
Lakes, 5 Aug. Sundays. Manse exceg. 
Prefer N. C. or Va. Alan J. Perrine, 825 
87th St., Niagara Falls, N. Y. 

Buffalo, N. ¥., Bethlehem ch. 525 mbs. 
Aug. 22, 29, Sept. 5. Prefer Miss., Tenn. 
Desire manse. Walter Vail Watson, 340 
Bird Ave., Buffalo 13, N. Y. 

Rossville, Ind., 124 mbs., Pleasant Hill, 
130 mbs. 5 Aug. Sundays, Ky., Tenn., or 
elsewhere. Manse desired if possible. 
Stanley B. Hopper, 107 E. Main St., Ross- 
ville, Ind. 

Johnstown, N. Y., 160 mbs, 1 Sun. svs. 
Adirondack lakes nearby; 32 mi. Schnec- 
tady. 4 Sun. July 12-Aug. 15. Manse exceg. 
Prefer vicinity Montreat, N. C.; coast; 
Tenn., or S. C. P. C. Toureille, 314 W. 

Oklahoma City, Southminster, 400 mbs. 
One svs, informal, young ch. 2 or 3 Aug. 
Sundays, exchange pulpits, or will supply, 
or would like supply here. Prefer Louis- 
ville area. W. W. Travis, 3415 S. Western, 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Kermit, Texas, 150 mbs. July 25, Aug. 1, 
S’western U. S., or Rocky Mtn. area, Chas. 
B. Brinkley, 320 S. Poplar, Kermit, Texas. 

Durham, N. C., Fuller Mml. ch., 292 mbs. 
Duke University here. Industrial cong.; 
one morning svs. Prefer Midwest. 4 Aug. 
Sundays. S. G. Harness, 513 Hyde Park 
Ave., Durham, N.C. 

Covington, Tenn. 2 chs, 43 & 63 mbs. 2-4 
Aug. or Sept. Sundays. Austin-Houston, 
Tex. area preferred. Manse exce. Minor 
E. Powers, Rt. 2, Covington, Tenn. 

Main St., Johnstown, N. Y. 





Most of these men are glad to supply 
pulpits in areas indicated if exchanges can- 
not be arranged. 

WISH TO SUPPLY 

Fla. Coast. 1 or 2 Sundays with use of 
manse. Robt. G. Balnicky, Troy, N. C. 

Near Chicago or Des Plaines, Ill. 4 Aug. 
Sundays; no manse. S. R. Fudge, Coving- 
ton, Tenn., 340 mbs. 

Washington, D. C., Aug. 8, 15, 22. Eu- 
gene E. Wood, First ch., Box 1029, McAllen, 
Texas, (450 mbs). 

Anywhere, anytime in USA ch. Hayes 
Clark, 101 Church St. (225 mbs) Lexington, 
Miss. 

WANT SUPPLY 

Berwyn, Pa. Trinity church, 354 mbs. 
Aug. 8 to Sept. 5: 1 or all Sundays. Near 
Phila. and Valley Forge. No manse. John 
H. Scott, Berwyn & Main Aves. Berwyn, 
Pa. 
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EDITORIAL 


Applause . . . or Tears? 


In one of the meetings where Presby- 
terian reunion was being discussed, the 
question (based on a misunderstanding 
of something formerly said) was asked, 
“Are we going to let the preachers de- 
cide this?” And some people in the au- 
dience applauded. 

In another meeting, one of the speakers 
sought to arouse his hearers, as he called, 
with some heat, for the elders to get busy 
and exert themselves in opposition to the 
ministers. And again, there was some 
applause—in each case the only applause 
in the meeting. 

What does this foreshadow? What 
good can this appeal accomplish—in the 
long run? What can it do but make 
people suspicious of their ministers, or 
make it increasingly difficult, if not im- 
possible, for pastor and session to work 
together ? 

Well, it needs to be said about the 
question of reunion or any other—the 
preachers do not decide it. They can't, 
they wouldn't if they could, because they 
are Presbyterians. 

If we want the facts about our consti- 
tutional processes, look at them. 

In the first place, the minister has no 
vote in the session except in the event of 
a tie, and it would be an unwise man who 
broke a tie in a session on any matter of 
consequence. So, in this representative 
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body, the elders have the vote on matters 
entrusted to them. Furthermore, they 
choose the elder who goes to presbytery. 
And where the sessions send representa- 
tives, there are usually more elders than 
ministers in a meeting of presbytery. 

If you haven't looked at the figures 
lately it may help to recall that while we 
have 2,954 ministers in our church, we 
have 3,733 churches—each one entitled 
to representation by an elder in the pres- 
bytery. More than this, in only 12 of 
our $4 presbyteries are there more min- 
isters than churches. In a General As- 
sembly meeting the constitution provides 
for exactly the same number of elders as 
ministers. 





You can see what this means. It means 
that it is unfortunate and unfair to en- 
courage such talk or such baseless charges 
as to undermine the work and influence 
ol our ministers. 

When you get applause that accom- 
plishes this feat, you’ve done something! 
But it is to be questioned if it is cause 
for pride and satisfaction. It ought to 
be cause for remorse. For there is noth- 
ing—nothing—that can weaken our 
church and diminish its influence in the 
communities in which it serves more than 
to undermine and stimulate distrust of 
the ministry. 


Opposition Strategy 


Is the strategy to be followed by the 
opponents of union at the coming Assem- 
bly revealed in some of their current 
efforts ? 

Some opponents are writing here and 
there urging others to use their influence 
to secure postponement of any action on 
union whatsoever for some definite or 
indefinite period. 

According to these appeals, the oppo- 
sition to union is bitter, widespread and 
calculated to do great harm to the church 
if the issue is “forced” at this time. 

It may be well to look at this urgent 
statement, if it is to mark the course of 
the opposition. 

First, the request to postpone action. 
Those who make this suggestion can 
hardly understand what they are asking. 
For one thing, the Assembly itself has 
docketed the question for consideration 
this year. The Assembly did it, we 
should remember, as one of three self- 
respecting agents, acting in concert. It 
did not make the suggestion on its own 
initiative but as a result of the conference, 
consultation and agreement of equals. 
Therefore, unilateral action would hardly 
seem in keeping if we are to respect and 
be respected by our fellow-Presbyterians 
of the USA and U. P. churches. 

The proposal to postpone was made to 
the Assembly’s committee itself in Cin- 
cinnati. The committee voted down the 
proposal without a dissenting voice. We 
should bear in mind that this committee 
is made up of representatives from every 
synod and the Cincinnati vote reflected 


not only the great majority of the com- 
mittee favoring reunion but also those 
who were there (two or three) who oppose 
union. 

Such procedure as is suggested by put- 
ting off Assembly action would hardly 
commend us to our brethren as playing 
by the rules of the game. 

Now about the bitterness and dire con- 
sequences if union is “forced.” 

What is meant by “forced” ? Is it “‘forc- 
ing’ simply to vote on the question,? Or, 
does “forcing” mean voting when there 
is not overwhelming sentiment in favor? 
If it means the latter, how can you tell 
what the sentiment is if there is no vote? 
Everybody has seen discussions go on 
and on, sometimes with considerable noise 
and fury, only to have three or four op- 
posing votes when the ballots are counted. 

This plea about forcing—what does it 
mean? Does it mean we are not to fol- 
low our constitutional processes? Does 
it mean that we must have 100% agree- 
ment about this when we have it about 
little else (OUTLOOK editorial, Feb. 22) ? 
Would it be “forcing” if three-fourths 
of the presbyteries and the two necessary 
Assemblies voted for union? Just what 
is meant by “forcing”? A plain answer 
here would help. 

The plan as proposed is very careful 
to protect the rights of conscientious mi- 
norities, even suspending temporarily an 
important Presbyterian principle in an 
effort to be just as fair as possible—al- 
lowing congregations to remain out of the 
union with their property. That is not 
forcing. 

It would help greatly if definitions 
were more accurate. Then we all might 
understand whether people object to vot- 
ing on the question, following our con- 
stitution or what. 

Now, about the bitterness and deeply 
entrenched opposition. 

Everybody recognizes that it is en- 
tirely possible that more than one-fourth 
of the 84 presbyteries may oppose union. 
This is a considerable hazard we con- 
front, not only in relation to this step 
but in relation to others. The three- 
fourths provision was written into our 
rules in times of bitterness and strife, in 
a wartime atmosphere, so as to make it 
extremely difficult to effect any changes 
of consequence. Other Presbyterian con- 
stitutions, formulated in more temperate 
times, require only the two-thirds rule. 
However, we have it and we all recog- 
nize it—and it is to be hoped that we 
accept it. But accepting it and being 
bitter or angry or separatist if we lose 
are two entirely different things. 

When we became Presbyterians, par- 
ticularly ministers and officers, we ac- 
cepted the standards of the church—in- 
cluding this rule. Accepting it, then, if 
we have integrity, we ought to recognize 
what it means—and it does not mean 
bitterness and violent charges against 
Christian brethren who support our con- 
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OUR LORD AFTERWARDS 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


They recognized him.—Luke 24:35. 

t’ CYHALL we know our loved ones in 
heaven?” The frequent question 

shows that mere survival is not a satisfy- 

ing hope. 

Immortality, as Christians understand 
it, is much more than merely continuing 
to exist. Hospitals and homes for the 
aged shelter many a wreck of once strong 
and lovely personalities. Their old 
friends, if they were living, would not 
know these people now. They still exist, 
their present is continuous with their past, 
they are themselves and no one else. Yet 
a compassionate stranger, in the presence 
of these lingering derelicts, might wish— 
as they sometimes do themselves—for 
some pitying wind of death to bring ob- 
livion at last. 

What is it that survives death? We 
are given few glimpses into heaven, even 
in the Bible, but we are granted a few 
close-ups of One who survives. All that 
a Christian hopes for in immortality can 
he summed up in one sentence: We shall 
be like Him. 

What was it about Jesus that lived 
through death? He was somehow differ- 
ent, afterwards, as all the stories show. 
His best and oldest friends did not al- 
wavs recognize him at once. Yet recog- 
nition was seldom long in rising. What 
was there about this new Jesus that made 
his friends know he was the one they had 
always known ? 


NE WORD covers everything: his 
character. He was the same sort of 
personality afterwards as before. If his 
existence had taken on (perhaps literal- 





stitution or the undermining of the conti- 
dence of people in their ministers and 
certainly not the stimulation of sedition- 
ary efforts among church officers. 

We meant—or we should—that we are 
going to be Presbyterians; playing by the 
rules of the game; loyal to our commit- 
ments; upholding our form of government 
and not weakening it. If we didn’t, 
then we have a provision for that even- 
tuality; we can stand up in meeting and 
say so if we find ourselves out of accord 
with the Presbyterian way. 

Now, about such talk of bitterness and 
threats, charges and accusations against 
Christian brethren. How did that get 
in? More important, how can it be put 
out the door, so as to enable us to face 
this issue as Presbyterians—both before 
and after we vote ? 

Those who suggest that we should de- 
cline to keep our agreement with our 
Presbyterian brethren, and those who 
stimulate bitterness or separation or 
threats of these things and worse, would 
do well to think of the consequences of 
their efforts. 
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lv) a new dimension, there was no distor- 
tion of his character. But character is 
never a thing by itself. It is not one part 
of a man; it is all that he is and does. 
Two other words would sum up the char- 
acter of Jesus as a real person: love and 
service. 
gible, as unmistakable, afterwards as be- 
fore. 

Love, as Jesus translated it into living, 
is anything but mere sentiment. With 
him it was a concern for his friends, in- 
cluding a wish for friends in the first 
place. One could not possibly imagine 
a Jesus who would go his lofty ways, un- 
caring whether any man cared for him, 
absorbed in God and forgetful of man. 
That is the manner of the pseudo-saints 
in all religions. Jesus was not content 
to be alone. He reached out, it was his 
nature to reach out, for companionship. 
Jesus afterwards was still the same. He 
sought his friends, he did not wait for 
them to seek him. It was not simply a 
matter of convincing them that he still 
lived; after they were all convinced, he 
still would seek them out. 

It is true, not one of his friends could 
look at him, or can today, with level eves. 
In his presence the noblest of them must 
still look up. While he met his friends 
first on the level where they lived, he did 
not leave them there. He was not, so 
to speak, proud of his superiority and 
anxious to maintain it. He was always 
striving to close the gap between himself 
and them. So it had been before, so it 
was afterwards. He was concerned for 
Mary’s comfort, for Thomas’ faith, for 
Peter’s resolution, for Cleopas’ returning 
hope. As it had been before, so it was 
afterwards; he challenged his friends al- 
ways to higher flights of mind and soul. 
He loved his friends unto the end, as 
John says; but the end did not come 
with Calvary. 


HRIST’S character of love revealed 

itself in service. The Son of Man 
came not to be served but to serve, he had 
said of himself. Jesus never asked wheth- 
er a service was “high” or “low.” If it 
needed to be done, he would do it. It 
is a rather interesting fact that not a 
single miracle is recorded of him after the 
Resurrection. His living again was mir- 
acle enough. But his service went on 
afterwards as before. Sometimes it was 
the “trivial” thing, such as the foot-wash- 
ing had been. He was still helping his 
friends earn a living by fishing. Out there 
by the lake he had a breakfast for them, 
no miracle-breakfast, no nectar or am- 
brosia, no heavenly manna to save the 
trouble of mundane cookery, just real 
fish over a real fire, and real bread. It 
was remembered that he did not begin his 


Both of these were just as tan-_ 


probing of Simon Peter until after break- 
fast. 

While he never despised the Marthas, 
before or afterwards, but shared their 
tasks, he had a service for the Marys 
too. If the inner lives of his friends had 
been his chief concern in the Upper Room 
and long before, so it was afterwards. 
His main care for Peter was not for the 
min’s breakfast but for his soul. Had 
Christ vanished after that breakfast with- 
out another word, the same disciple who 
said, ‘It is the Lord!” would have had 
the insight to say, ““No, I was mistaken.” 
For the Lord was never one to serve the 
flesh alone, but always the spirit. 


HARACTER, love, service: that 

these survived in our Lord is certain. 
If these survive in our friends who go 
to be with him, we on heaven’s high 
streets may, like the disciples of old, 
be a little slow to know them at the first, 
yut soon or late we shall know past 
any doubting. For not before death, but 
only afterwards, is the true heart all laid 
bare. 





In Passing 


ARPs DID IT—It is very interesting to 
note that so conservative a body as 
the congregation of the Due West, S. C., 
A.R.P. church (the center of the denom- 
ination) recently inaugurated the so-call- 
ed “rotary” (better: limited term) system 
in the election of church officers, retiring 
one elder who had served since 1904 and 
another who had served since 192.3. 








x * x 
CONVERT—A year or so ago a minister 

spoke on the floor of the Assembly in 
opposition to the proposed mass exchange 
of U. S.-USA pulpits as was called for 
by the standing and permanent commit- 
tees on cooperation and union. FOOT- 
NOTE: This minister has since that 
time gone into the USA church. 

ee # 

OLDEST—George Summey, whose death 

occurred recently, in his 101st year, is 
the oldest person listed in the current 
volume of Who's Who in America. 

* * * 

O°LEARY—Ralph O'Leary who wrote 

the Houston Post series on the Minute 
Women, has just been awarded the Hey- 
wood Broun prize for outstanding journa- 
lism as a result of those articles. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Baptist Group Asks 
BSU Leaders to Quit 


N. C. News Letter 

The Presbyterians have yielded to the 
Baptists this year in the statewide news. 
Three young Baptists ministers, officers 
of the Baptist Student Union, have been 
given “the opportunity to resign” their 
offices. A special committee set up by the 
state Baptist Convention to study alleged 
“liberalism” in the BSU said that if the 
three do not step down they will be fired. 
The three are: James Ray, of Raleigh, 
state BSU secretary; J. C. Herrin, Uni- 
versity of N. C.; and Max Wicker, Duke 
University. The probe of the student 
group’s “program, purposes and person- 
nel” was ordered last November by the 
convention. It was prompted by the 
BSU’s action in having invited Nels F. 
S. Ferré, Vanderbilt University theolo- 
gian, to speak at a state student meeting. 
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Lhe invitation was withdrawn at the last 
minute after material, circulated at early 
sessions of the student meeting, attacked 
Dr. Ferré for alleged “liberalism” and 
“modernism.” Since the special com- 
mittee’s recommendation has been made 
public, the committee itself has drawn 
the fire of many N. C. Baptists. A Dur- 
ham pastor, a BSU adviser, called for the 
committee to be replaced. “It is incon- 
ceivable,” he said, “for those of us who 
believe in religious freedom that a com- 
mittee appointed only to study the Bap- 
tist Student program . . . should presume 
to advise three student leaders that its 
recommendations would be of such a na- 
ture that they might think it wise to re- 
sign from their positions. The implica- 
tion was that if these leaders resign, no 
adverse report concerning them would be 
made.” Instead of reporting back to the 
convention, he said, the committee had 
“decided to take matters into its own 
hands.” He said the convention could 
discharge the officers but if the commit- 
tee’s information is kept secret the con- 
vention cannot decide. The chairman of 
the committee replied that the conflict was 
a “personality problem.” Later the Ra- 
leigh Baptist Association’s Ministers 
Conference protested the committee’s 
action which, it said, was taken without 
offering the young men an opportunity 
to hear and defend themselves against 
charges made. Baptist students at the 
University of N. C., and at Duke also 
rallied to the support of their officers 
and the president of the BSU, Anne 
Tunstall of Meredith College, called the 
action ‘‘a tremendous blow” to the stu- 
dent program. Meanwhile, the three min- 
isters refused to resign on the ground 
that they were never informed of the 
charges against them and they have not 
been able, therefore, to prepare a defense. 
(RNS) 

LATER—The three young ministers 
were dismissed by the General Board of 
the N. C. Baptist Convention following 
a 10-hour public hearing. 
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Synod Evangelism Meeting 
In Raleigh Is Big Success 
Everybody agreed that the recent synod- 
wide meeting on evangelism in Raleigh 
was an unqualified success. An attend- 
ance of 2,500 was recorded. Speakers 
included Frank W. Price, the Assembly's 
Moderator; Albert J. Kissling, Jackson- 
ville, Fla., pastor; W. A. Criswell, First 
Baptist church, Dallas, Texas, and Wil- 
liam H. McCorkle, the denomination’s 
evangelism secretary. Milton B. Faust, 
synod’s evangelism secretary, directed the 
program. Dr. Criswell said too many 
ministers preach sweetness and light, and 
Channel No. 5. They think if we don’t 
talk about sin, there won’t be any, but 
underneath the sweetness and light there 
is the indescribably wicked heart of hu- 
manity. 


Davidson Students Pay 
Tribute to “Cop” Linker 


A patrolman who took the precaution 
to note the license number of a strange 
car parked on the campus received the 
grateful thanks and a cash gift from Da- 
vidson College students recently. “Cop” 
Linker, who has worked at the college 
as a watchman for 15 years, was given 
credit for the apprehension of Jennings 
Fields of Decatur, Ga., a 30-year-old 
itinerant airplane mechanic charged with 
murdering one policeman, wounding an- 
other, and stealing several hundred dol- 
lars from Davidson and Clemson College 
students while they slept. As he made 
his usual rounds Linker spotted the Geor- 
gia car and took its number. Later, 
when the multiple robbery of the boys’ 
rooms in the early morning hours was re- 
ported, his clue was followed and Fields 
was later apprehended. When Fields was 
arrested in Decatur he grabbed the pistol 
of the arresting officer, killing him and 
wounding the accompanying officer, in 
making an escape. After four hours he 
was apprehended. Joe Jenkins and Mar- 
tin Foil were the two Davidson students 
who later identified Fields as the dor- 
mitory burglar, picking him out of an 
Atlanta lineup. 


State Council Urges 
Support of Decision 

The N. C. Council of Churches is urg- 
ing all citizens to support the U. S. Su- 
preme Court decision on segregation 
regardless of what it calls for. The 
Council expressed its belief in the public 
schools and declared, “It would be a 
tragedy if our public school system were 
to be impaired in any way.” Cecil A. 
Jarman, First Christian pastor of Wil- 
son, succeeded Kelsey Regen, Durham 
Presbyterian pastor, as president of the 
Council. The Council also urged con- 
tinued support of the United Nations. 


Miscellany 


A decision in the Sardis church (for- 
merly A.R.P.) suit is anticipated this 
spring. Both the group joining the Pres- 
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byterian, U. S., church and the minority 
staving in the ARP church seek the prop- 
erty. . . . Recent efforts to permit the 
Sunday opening of Charlotte motion pic- 
ture theatres were killed before the city 


council. . . . Steele Creek church, Char- 
lotte, has broken ground for the erection 
of its new children’s building. . . .Carey 


I. Lowrance, Mooresville, is president of 
the men of Concord Presbytery. 
Mecklenburg Presbytery is beginning a 
new work in the growing Woodlawn sec- 
tion. 


Detroit Presbytery 
To Act on Nowak Case 


Dretroir (RNS)—The case of a local 
Presbyterian minister who admitted hav- 
ing belonged briefly to the Communist 
Party has been referred to the permanent 
judicial committee of Detroit Presbytery. 

Joseph Nowak told a House Un-Amer- 
ican Activities Subcommittee he had 
joined the party in Chicago in 1946 but 
quit after four months because he became 
disgusted. 

Last December, in answer to the same 
question, Mr. Nowak had denied to 
House investigators that he ever had 
been a Communist Party member. 

Kenneth G. Neigh, executive of the 
Detroit Presbytery, said the matter had 
heen referred to the judicial committee 


LOUISVILLE FELLOWSHIPS—Six Louisville Seminary seniors have been awarded fellow- 
ships, providing a year of graduate study. Names of the men, the fellowship and college 
attended are (front row, left to right): Wm. H. Winch, St. Petersburg, Fla., Fielding Lewis 
Walker Fellowship (Park); Milton P. Brown, Jr., Bessemer, Ala., Patterson Fellowship (Bir- 
mingham-Southern); John D. Reese, Ill, Montgomery, Ala., Waldensian Faculty Fellowship 


in Rome (Southwestern); second row, Douglas G. Cater, San Antonio, Texas, Patterson 
Fellowship (University of Texas); Chas. J. Ping, Brooklyn, N. Y., Olof Anderson Memorial 








(Park). 


for a decision on what church action, if 
any, is to be taken. 
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Dr. Neigh accompanied Mr. Nowak 
to Washington for the recent subcommit- 
tee session and advised him to tell “‘the 
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~aengesale ber see Mr. Nowak has been working for the 
last year as a desk clerk at the Down- 
town YMCA but now has been suspended 
from that job. 
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Fellowship (Southwestern); and Thomas Niccolls, Kirkwood, Mo., Class of ‘41 Fellowship 


In his testimony, Mr. Nowak charged 
that a former colleague, John A. Hutch- 
ison, now professor of religion at Wil- 
liams College, Williamstown, Mass., had 
lied four times under oath to the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Nowak said he could not say from 
his own knowledge whether Dr. Hutchi- 
son ever was a Communist. Dr. Hutchi- 
son denied he had ever been a party 
member. 

Following Mr. Nowak’s testimony, 
Allen A. Zaun, Moderator of the Detroit 
Presbytery, and Dr. Neigh expressed 
concern about “leading questions” asked 
by House Committee members. 

“Our constant advice to Mr. Nowak 
has been and will continue to be to tell 
the truth,” they said. “We are concerned, 
however, as to the pressures that may be 
made upon Mr. Nowak to go beyond his 
accurate recollection.” 
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A PROPHET ENCOURAGES 
REVOLT 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for April 25, 1954 
| Kings 11:1-12:24. Print 11:29-38 


The Old Testament is a matchless por- 
trait gallery of men who reflect traits and 
characteristics that are universal. We 
have this week the first of two studies of 
a man who was inspired by a representa- 
tive of the “church” to revolt against 
intolerable conditions in the government, 
and who finally turned the revolution to 
his own private ends. The story of Jero- 
boam is the story of many another rev- 
olutionist as well. 

To appreciate the opportunity which 
presented itself and the use Jeroboam 
made of it, we must return for a moment 
to the closing days of the reign of Solo- 
mon. He was regarded as a wise and 
brilliant ruler who brought Israel to the 
height of its material splendor. But un- 
fortunately, Solomon’s magnificence, 
which attracted the attention and won the 
admiration of distant potentates like the 
Queen of Sheba, was based on ruinous 
taxation of the well-to-do and the forced 
labor and practical serfdom of the poor. 

As Geikie wrote in his once-popular 
Hours with the Bible: 


“Another grievance that sapped the 
loyalty of the people was the systematic 
enforcement of compulsory or virtually 
slave labor to carry out the various 
schemes of the king. The temple; the vast 
series of royal buildings at Jerusalem; 
the fortifications of that city; the erection 
of strongholds at different points; the con- 
struction of the great royal roads; the cre- 
ation of the royal gardens and parks; the 
building of the huge aqueducts and reser- 
voirs of the capital, and much else, had 
required an amount of labor which could 
not be obtained by ordinary means. Even 
Solomon's revenues would not have met 
the cost of it, had they been available. 
In imitation of the Pharaohs, therefore, 
he established and enforced a system of 
forced, unpaid labor on the community at 
large. At first this was demanded only 
from the remnants of the Canaanites. 
They had indeed been subjected to this 
serfdom in the later years of David's 
reign (II Samuel 20:24). Tribute meant 
forced levies, but the yoke was now laid 
on them much more heavily. Thirty thou- 
sand men were drafted to toil in the for- 
ests of Lebanon and in the quarries at 
Jerusalem, felling trees and hewing vast 
stones; 10,000 serving a month in rota- 
tion, with an interval of two months at 
home to attend to their own affairs; a tax 
of four month’s labor a year from each 
of the 30,000 (I Kings 5:13-14). But even 
this army of unwilling laborers was insuf- 
ficient as the buildings and other under- 
takings of the king increased (I Kings 
5:15-16). A levy was therefore raised 
from ‘all Israel,’ not from the Canaanites 
only (I King 5:13), amounting to 70,000 
men to carry loads and 80,000 to hew down 
and square timber in Lebanon and to 
quarry and prepare stones; 3,300 over- 
Seers watching that the tasks were per- 
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formed. How great the suffering imposed 
by these corvees must have been is easy 
to imagine. Continued through years, 
involving exposure for months together 
on the mountains, or toil in the darkness 
of the quarries worked like mines, where 
the smoke of their torches used in the 
thick darkness may still be seen—they 
must have been fatal to many. But be- 
sides all this there was the exhausting 
labor of moving huge trees to the distant 
seashore; and on their reaching Joppa, 
dragging them up the steep mountain 
passes to Jerusalem; or transporting im- 
mense blocks of stone on rough sledges 
from the quarries to the temple site on 
Mount Moriah. Forced labor in the East 
has in all ages been as fatal as war, and 
it was probably as destructive in Sol- 
omon’s time.” 


Solomon did not reduce any of his own 
people to permanent bondage (I Kings 
9:20-22), nonetheless the forced levies 
were felt to be a grievous bondage. Be- 
fore Solomon’s death disaffection appear- 
ed, which he was able to hold in check 
within Israel itself (cf. 11:14-24), but 
it broke out anew as soon as his strong 
hand was chilled in death. 

With this as a background, read 11 :26- 
12:20. What caused the division of the 
kingdom? Was it due to God’s decree, 
or to Solomon’s mistaken policy, or to 
Ahijah’s machinations, or to the fatuous- 
ness of Rehoboam, or to the clever stra- 
tegy of Jeroboam? What modern types 
of men were Solomon, Ahijah, Rehoboam, 
Jeroboam? Is there any lesson here for 
our modern times ? 


1. Jeroboam, the Public Servant 


Jeroboam appears on the scene as a 
voung Ephraimite of lowly origin, who 
had entered the royal service. His par- 
ents are otherwise unknown; Zerediah, 
his birthplace, has not been located; 
Ephraim, however, was one of the lead- 
ing tribes of Israel, the ancient rival of 
Judah (the tribe of David and Solomon), 
and by reason of its numbers, possessions, 
etc., might well aspire to the headship 
of the nation. See Genesis 49:26; Deut- 
eronomy 33:17. Ephraimites might well 
resent the service they were forced to 
render a representative of Judah; their 
business leaders would naturally oppose 
the unbalanced budget, the costly pro- 
gram of public works. 

Jeroboam was engaged with a group 
of men laboring on the Millo, which 
closed up (so the RSV which is prefer- 
able to the leading of the KJV) the gap 
in the fortifications of Jerusalem. Skin- 
ner thinks that the Millo (cf. 9:15.24: 
II Samuel 5:9) was an embankment 


with a retaining wall which carried the 
fortification across the ravine which sep- 
arated the main part of the city from the 
temple mount. Oseterly and Robinson 
say it was the tower in the northeast 
corner of the fortifications, where Solo- 
mon’s masonry can still be distinguished 
from that of his predecessors. Certainly 
it was an important link in the fortifica- 
tions of the city. This armament busi- 
ness goes back into hoary antiquity. Only 
the type of armament varies. 

On this particular project Jeroboam 
proved to be a mighty man of valor, as 
translated by the KJV. Valor here de- 
notes efficiency in general. We would 
say that on this job Jeroboam proved 
himself capable and efficient. The RSV 
translates ‘“The man Jeroboam was very 
able” (11:28). In addition, Solomon 
observed that he was very industrious. 
Literally, the expression means “a doer 
of work,” a man of push and intelligence, 
who got things done. As a result Solo- 
mon put Jeroboam in charge of the labor 
gangs raised by forced levy out of his 
own tribe of Ephraim. 

As Douglass once wrote: 

“There can be no doubt about Jero- 
boam’s outstanding ability. He was what 
we would call today a self-made man. 
Evidently it was his policy to do humble 
jobs well, and this policy in his case led 
(ultimately) to the throne. His early 
career teaches two great lessons. First, 
that by doing well the work at hand we 
prepare ourselves for greater tasks. We 
can be sure that the world is always look- 
ing for leaders. When a man combines 
ability and energy in the doing of even 
the most humble tasks, some person of 
influence will be sure to see him and press 
for his promotion. [Is this true or not?] 

Jeroboam’s success was due to the 
fact that he never spared himself. With 
unremitting energy he gave himself to 
tasks great and small. A man like that 
in any age is bound to succeed.” 


Do you agree with this last statement 
or not? 

Jeroboam’s new office brought him new 
responsibilities and also new opportuni- 
ties. As MacLaren says: 


“In such an office he would be thrown 
among his kinsmen and would at once 
gain influence and learn to sympathize 
with their discontent, or at any rate to 
know where the sore places were, if he 
ever wanted to inflame them. One can 
easily fancy the grumbling of the Ephrai- 
mites dragged up to Jerusalem to the 
hated labor, as Samuel had predicted (I 
Sam. 8:16), and how facile it would be 
for the officer in charge to fan discon- 
tent or to win influence by judicious in- 
dulgence . How long this went on we do 
not know, but the fire had smouldered 
for some time under the unconscious 
king’s very eyes, when it was fanned toa 
flame by Ahijah’s breath.” 


Il. Jeroboam, the Chosen Deliverer 

Ahijah was a prophet, a preacher we 
would say, a spokesman for the Lord, 
according to the real meaning of the term. 
It seems that he had succeeded to the 
position formerly held by Nathan, who 
played such an important role in David’s 
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latter days, and in the early part of 
Solomon’s reign. During Solomon’s lat- 
ter years he was Court Historiographer 
(II Chronicles 9:29). Shiloh, his native 
town, was one of the principle cities of 
Ephraim, and he may have had a long 
personal acquaintance with his fellow- 
tribesman. At any rate, as a member of 
the court, he would be familiar with 
Jeroboam’s habits and person. 

One day Jeroboam and Ahijah met out- 
side the city walls (was it an accidental 
meeting, or had it been pre-arranged ?). 
Ahijah drew the ambitious young civil 
servant aside into a field where he was 
sure they would be unobserved, took hold 
of the new robe with which he was 
clothed (the Hebrew leaves it uncertain 
whether the robe belonged to Jeroboam 
or Ahijah), and tore it (probably some 
decorative fringe or square) into twelve 
strips. Ten of these he thrust into the 
astonished Jeroboam’s hands, two he re- 
tained in his own. Extravagant as the 
action seems to us, we must remember 
first, that signs were more than words 
to Easterners, and secondly, that the 
license allowed to prophets was almost 
unbounded. Ahijah explained that his 
action was symbolic; the kingdom of 
David and Solomon would be rent in 
twain. Ten tribes would follow Jero- 
boam, one tribe only would remain loyal 
to the house of David (Simeon, a tribe 
whose territory lay to the south of Judah, 
had practically been absorbed in the 
latter, and seems here not to be counted.) 

To put it into plain English, Ahijah, 
a prophet of the Lord, and at the same 
time one of Solomon’s high officials, 
urged Jeroboam, one of his ablest offi- 
cials, to lead a revolt of the northern 
tribes against the house of David, as 
soon as Solomon’s strong hand should 
be still in death (34-35). 

Ahijah realized that nothing could be 
accomplished while Solomon himself was 
on the throne. He knew however that 
there was an urgent demand for both 
religious and economic reform. A rev- 
olution, he was convinced, would have 
God’s blessing, and Jeroboam, he was 
sure, was the man whom God desired 
to use. Why Jeroboam was chosen, we 
do not know, unless he was the strongest 
man available, and was known to be 
more or less in sympathy with the 


prophet’s ideals. 
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As we have seen, there was urgent 
need for reform, both religiously and 
economically. Ahijah, the prophet, was 
not indifferent to the latter, but he was 
evidently more concerned with the form- 
er. For more than a hundred years (since 
Samuel’s great religious revival) idolatry 
was not practiced in Israel. But Solo- 
mon, to please his foreign wives, had 
introduced the worship of heathen deities 
with their immoral rites and their sac- 
rifice of tiny children. If Jeroboam would 
return to the pure religious policy of 
David, Ahijah assured him that his king- 
dom would be equally permanent. 

There was also, as we have seen, need 
for political and economic reform. The 
luxury of Solomon’s court imposed in- 
tolerable burdens upon the people of 
Israel. Jeroboam was in a position to 
know how restive the people had become, 
and to win for himself by personal gra- 
ciousness the popularity of Solomon 
which had begun to wane. With politi- 
cal, economic and religious wrongs to be 
righted, with the favor of the people 
and the support of the church, Jeroboam 
had an unparalleled opportunity to serve 
his nation, as well as his God. 


lll. Jeroboam, the Revolutionary 


How Solomon became aware of the plot 
of Jeroboam and Ahijah is not revealed. 
The Septuagint translation of the Old 
Testament says that Jeroboam with 300 
chariots at his disposal, fortified Sareira 
and defied King Solomon. This accords 
with 11:26 which reveals that in one 
fashion or another Jeroboam did lift up 
his hand against the king. Probably his 
ambition was stirred by the acts and 
words of Ahijah, and he could not wait 
for Solomon's death to receive the coveted 
crown. 

As MacLaren comments: 

“The seed fell on prepared soil and Jero- 
boam’s half-formed plans would be con- 
solidated and fixed. The scene is like 
that in which the witches foretell to Mac- 
beth his destiny. Slumbering ambitions 
are stirred and a half-inclined will is 
finally determined by the glimpses into the 
future. How easily men are persuaded 
that God speaks, and how willingly they 
are to obey, when their inclinations jump 
with Heaven's commandments.” 

The fact that Jeroboam moved so 
promptly against Solomon in spite of the 
prophetic command 

“shows how little Jeroboam was in- 
fluenced by religious motives. The proph- 
et’s words had set him all afire with am- 
bitious hopes, and he paid no heed to 
the distinct assurances that Solomon was 


to be ‘prince all the days of his life.’ He 
stretched out a rash, self-willed hand to 
snatch up the promised crown and broke 
God’s commandment, even while he pre- 
tended to be keeping it. How different 
David’s conduct in like circumstances! He 
took no steps to bring about the fulfill- 
ment of Samuel’s promise at his anoint- 
ing, but patiently waited for God to do 
as he had said in his own time, and mean- 
time continued his lowly work. God’s 
time is the best time, and he who greedily 
grasps at a premature (and violent) ful- 
fillment will have to pay for it... .” 
Solomon, we read, crushed the incipient 
rebellion and Jeroboam took refuge in 
Egypt, being protected by Shishak, King 
of Egypt, who saw in him a helpful ally. 
In chapter 12 we read how Jeroboam 
returned to Israel after the death of Sol- 
omon; how he appealed to Rehoboam, his 
son, to lighten the taxes of Israel; how 
Rehoboam arrogantly refused, and threat- 
ened to make them heavier still; how the 
ten northern tribes renounced their alle- 
giance to the house of David; how, lack- 
ing the support of the prophetic party, 
Rehoboam, after an ineffectual display 
of force, was compelled to yield, and how 
Jeroboam was chosen as the first king of 
the northern kingdom. Our lesson for 
next week takes up the story at this point. 


For Further Consideration 


Ahijah recognized that the nation need- 
ed a change, religiously, politically, and 
economically. He put the emphasis on 
the former. Jeroboam was more con- 
cerned with the two latter. Which need 
is greater in our own land, in other 
lands? Which is the more fundamental ? 
Why do you think so? Can one be iso- 
lated from the other? 

Jeroboam disregarded the warnings of 
Ahijah and resorted to improper means 
to achieve his end? Does the end justify 
the means ? We have politicians today who 
apparently think so, who justify methods 
(which able and distinguished leaders 
in both parties have repudiated), because 
they are employed in a worthy cause— 
the fight against ccmmunism? What is 
the Christian attitude ? 

Can ambition lead a man astray even 
in a worthy cause? How does it come 
about? How can it be prevented ? 

Is it wise for spokesmen for the church 
to endorse particular candidates for of- 
fice? What is the need? What is the 
danger? What is the role of the church 
in politics ? 
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@ Here’s a good method used by one church 


On Getting Books Read 


HE FAMOUS Riverside Church in 

New York has had an extraordinary 
success in the last year with a lending li- 
brary and bookselling operation known 
as the Cloister Reading Shelf. 

Because many members of the church 
were interested in contemporary religious 
books, the lending library was opened 
in February of last year. There are now 
about 400 members holding rental library 
cards; the library carries 90 to 100 titles. 

So many people became interested in 
the books that the church soon had to 
start a selling operation carrying the 
same titles that are in the rental library. 
Books for this small bookshop are sup- 
plied on consignment by Union Book 
Service at Union Theological Seminary. 
Union Book Service checks the inventory 
regularly. Books for the rental library 
are bought by the church from Union 
Book Service. The selling operation has 
proved to be so profitable that it has more 
than paid for the rental library. 

Both the rental library and the shop 
are open for only about an hour follow- 
ing the Sunday services. The books are 
displayed on racks built by the church’s 
staff of carpenters and painted to har- 
monize with the stone walls of the 
church building. No display material 
is used except the book jackets, and signs 
are kept to a dignified minimum. Both 
the lending library and the bookshop 
are manned by volunteers. There are 
four people for each operation, and each 
of these volunteers works one Sunday in 
every four. 

In addition there is a volunteer worker 
who checks stock, sends reminders to 
those whose lending library books are 
overdue and generally straightens things 
up during the week. 


One on a Subway 

There is no charge for the library 
service, but in the year in which it has 
been in operation only eight books have 
been lost because the borrowers failed to 
return them. Actually one of the eight 
did find its way back to the church. Some 
thoughtful reader found it on a subway 
train and returned it. To save time, dur- 
ing the brief period in which the library 
is open, lending library members are 
given cards with numbers, and only the 
humbers have to be recorded by those 
working in the library after the church 
service. There are always more volun- 
teers who want to work in the Cloister 
Reading Shelf than are needed. 

The church tries to display books that 
tie in with holidays and with special 
events at Riverside Church. For example, 
when Sister Emma, a representative of 
Albert Schweitzer’s colony in Africa, 
visited New York recently she spoke at 
APRIL 12. 1954 


Riverside Church. At that time books 
by and about Schweitzer and his works 
were displayed, and almost everything on 
hand was sold out. Lists of current re- 
ligious books are regularly listed in the 
church’s monthly bulletins. 

Books for the Cloister Reading Shelf 
are chosen by J. Gordon Chamberlain, 
one of the four ministers at Riverside 
Church. He says that he has been pleased 
by the kind of books that members of the 
church read, many of which are serious 
religious works that are not easy reading. 
The bookshop stocks books by such well- 
known theologians as Paul Tillich, Ro- 
land Bainton, Alan Richardson, Reinhold 
Niebuhr and Edgar Goodspeed. There 
are also a few books of sermons and de- 
votional titles. The books of Harry 
Emerson Fosdick, who was for so many 
years minister at Riverside Church, are 
the Cloister Reading Shelf’s best sellers. 
Following those, however, much the most 
popular book is ‘Primer for Protestants” 
by James Nichols (Association Press). 

Dr. Chamberlain says that he has had 
inquiries from ministers of other 
churches, as far away as Texas, who are 
interested in bringing good books to the 
attention of their parishioners. He feels 
that many churches think of libraries 
only in terms of a room to which people 
come to read, but that if books are made 
more easily available to them, church 
members “will read serious books and 
will read them consistently.” 

At present two students from the Co- 
lumbia Library School are engaged in 
doing an analysis of reading habits of 
those who borrow books from the Cloister 
Reading Shelf. Their findings are not 
yet complete, but they do show that some 
individuals have read as many as a third 
of all the books available in the lending 
library and seem to be systematically 
reading their way through the entire 
stock. Others are reading all the avail- 
able books of one author before trying 
books written by anyone else——From 
PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY. 
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New Spring Books 


from 


John Knox Press 


Angels in Pinafores 
by Alice Lee Humphreys, 
author of Heaven in My Hand 


Miss Humphreys brings her readers, in this 
new volume, more of those enchanting stories 
of first-grades that thousand loved in Heaven 
in My Hand. This popular first-grade teacher 
again portrays in a vivid, heartwarming 
way the innocent, fanciful “doings” of her 
small pupils. Similar to Heaven in My Hand 
in design and content, it will give every 
reader, young and old, hours of enjoyable 
reading and re-reading. $2.00 


The Gospel According to Mark 
and Its Meaning for Today 
by Ernest Trice Thompson 


The most vivid of the Gospels is interpreted 
to reveal more fully Christ as He really was 
—as He walked and talked in Galilee. The 
author takes the reader from the beginning 
of Christ’s ministry to the Resurrection, re- 
vealing Him as He impressed the people of 
His day. The simple, clear style and ex- 
cellent organization of the material make it 
most helpful in teaching or studying Mark’s 
Gospel, as well as for devotional — 


% “now TO sTUDY 
EPHESIANS 


How to Study 
Ephesians 


by Joseph M. Gettys 





Dr. Gettys adds another helpful, inspiring 
guide to his ‘‘How to Study the Bible” series. 
This brief book is a study of Paul’s letter 
written to the church at Ephesus of the re- 
deeming love of Christ and the power of 
Christianity for men and women in all walks 
of life. Here is a thorough study of what 
Ephesians says and means, without the de- 
tailed analysis of fine points of theology and 
criticism. 75¢ 
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